Baccharis nebularis, a new species belonging to B. subgen. Tarchonanthoides sect. Curitybenses, is described, illustrated, and compared to B. chionolaenoides and B. curitybensis. A key for its identification is provided. The new species occurs in patches of cloud forest thickets mixed with high altitude tropical grasslands in the southern Brazilian mountains. Data on distribution and habitat, phenology, conservation status, as well as a list of specimens examined are also presented.
Introduction
Baccharis Linnaeus (1753: 860 ; Asteraceae: Astereae) is a New World genus that comprises between 354 and 400 species (Bremer 1994 , Müller 2013 . Baccharis sect. Curitybenses Giuliano (2005: 536) was described to accommodate B. curitybensis Heering ex Malme (1933) which was not placed in a subgenus and neither in a section before. The monotypic section was justified by the unusual characters of the species, since number and structure of the achene ribs and number of series and caducous condition of the pappus bristles are similar to those of B. subgen. Baccharis, whereas the style branches in B. curitybensis are lanceolate as in the remaining subgenera of Baccharis (Giuliano 2005) .
Müller (2006) did not follow any sectional scheme for infrageneric classification of Baccharis and treated B. curitybensis within B. subgen. Tarchonanthoides Heering (1904: 26) along with 13 other eastern South American species. Later, B. chionolaenoides Falkenberg & Deble (2010: 64) was described and placed into B. subgen. Tarchonanthoides sect. Curitybenses. Heiden & Pirani (2012a , 2012b ) published a synopsis of Baccharis subgen. Tarchonanthoides, including four sections and 22 species (of which one species was new). In this treatment, B. sect. Curitybenses comprised the two aforementioned species. Recently Deble (2012) had proposed to segregate B. subgen. Tarchonanthoides as a new genus, Lanugothamnus Deble (2012: 11) , a proposal which was rejected by Heiden (2013) for phylogenetic reasons. The ongoing studies on this subgenus allowed the recognition of a further species belonging here, the third to be included in B. sect. Curitybenses. The new species is described here and its affinities are discussed as follows.
Baccharis nebularis G. Heiden, sp. nov. (Figs. 1, 2) Baccharis nebularis G.Heiden differs from B. chionolaenoides Shrubs 0.5-2 m tall, erect; fertile shoots ascending, terminating in a capitulescence, proliferating. Stems brown, fissured, ochraceous or whitish in younger shoots; indumentum tomentose, trichomes filiform, flagelliform and biseriate glandular. Leaves 1.2-5 cm long, 0.7-2 cm wide, petioles 2-18 mm long, evenly distributed along the branches; leaf blade discoloured, adaxial surface green, abaxial surface white to ochraceous, chartaceous, obovate to elliptic, apex acute to obtuse, sometimes mucronulate, base acute, margin entire or with 1-3 pairs of teeth; leaves basally 3-nerved, acrodromous imperfect, with a secondary semicraspedodromous reticulum, adaxial surface with a caducous lanose indumentum, abaxial surface with a persistent felted indumentum, both surfaces with filiform, flagelliform and biseriate glandular trichomes. Capitulescences corymbose, terminal; corymbs lax, 3-6.5 cm long, 3.3-6.8 cm wide. Capitula pedunculate; peduncles 0.7-2.5 cm long, ochraceous, tomentose. Male capitula 4.7-6 mm long; florets 34-45; involucre 4-5 mm long, 7-9.6 mm wide, cup-shaped; phyllaries in 3-4 series, outer phyllaries and median phyllaries ovate, innermost phyllaries linear-lanceolate, margin entire, apex rounded; clinanthium plane, nearly glabrous, with scarce biseriate trichomes; corolla 3-3.6 mm long, tube 1.6-1.9 mm long, throat 0.7-0.9 mm, lobes 0.7-0.8 mm long, biseriate hairs on the lobes; anthers including apical appendages 2.3-2.7 mm long; style 2.3-2.9 mm long, branches free, lanceolate; ovary abortive, 0.3-0.5 mm long, 0.1-0.3 mm wide, covered by biseriate and twin trichomes; pappus uniseriate, 3.3-3.7 mm long, bristles 18-22, not twisted, apically broadened, with short-protruding, adpressed cell apices. Female capitula 6.7-8.5 mm long; florets 26-44; involucre 4.2-5.5 mm long, 7.3-9.9 mm wide, campanulate; phyllaries in 4-5 series, outer phyllaries elliptic, median ovate, innermost phyllaries oblanceolate-linear, margin entire, apex rounded; clinanthium plane, nearly glabrous, with scarce flagelliform trichomes; corolla 2.8-3 mm long, filiform, with 5 teeth; style 3.9-4.2 mm long, branches 0.3-0.5 mm long; cypselae 1.2-1.4 mm long, 0.4-0.8 mm wide, brown, evenly covered by twin trichomes, obconical, narrowed at base, 8-10 longitudinal ribs; pappus multiseriate, 2.9-3.2 mm long, deciduous; bristles 32-48, connate basally, slightly broadened apically, not elongated at cypsela maturity. Chromosome number unknown. Etymology:-The specific epithet refers to the habitat in cloud forest thickets amidst high altitude grasslands. Distribution and habitat:-Baccharis nebularis occurs in southern Brazil (Paraná and Santa Catarina) and is restricted to the summits of the peaks of the southernmost range of Serra do Mar, at elevations between 1400 and 1700 m a.s.l. (Fig. 3) . It grows in patches of high altitude tropical grasslands mixed with cloud forest thickets (Fig. 2) , forming sparse populations, in the buffer zone between the ombrophilous dense forest and the high altitude tropical grasslands of the Atlantic province. Phenology:-Fertile specimens have been recorded from August to late December with a flowering peak in October and November.
Conservation status:-The new species is known from five massifs (Serra de Araçatuba, Serra de Capivari, Serra da Graciosa, Serra do Ibitiraquire or Serra dos Órgãos, and Serra do Quiriri- Fig. 3 ), represented in herbaria by 24 collections made between 1960 and 2010. Only five of these collections, all from Serra do Araçatuba, were made in the last 10 years. The high altitude tropical grasslands and cloud forest environments in the southern range of Serra do Mar have different levels of accessibility and are partially covered by preserves of various levels, but several of its mountain peaks are private owned. The environment of the new species is naturally fragmented, related to the sky island distribution of its habitats. Some of these areas are remote and inaccessible, whereas others are under anthropogenic pressure such as cattle grazing, tourism, accidental fires, forestry and introduction of exotic species. Disturbances
